
1

YAIA You Ask I Answer
Marian Ursu Department of Computing

YAIA
increase participation in the learning process

enhance critical evaluation of published knowledge
enhance the sense of belonging to a learning community

support the continuity of the learning process
increase availability of support 

stimulate work   
enhance self-confidence

DUMB
global space for questions and answers + student portfolios

SMART
generates aggregate measures + identifies ‘meaningful’ situations

INTELLIGENT
automatically supervises and assesses
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Q: what is a database management system? (1K)
A: a software system that give users tools for the 

management of large collections of data. (60%)
a software systems that provide a language for data definition 

and manipulation, support for security, recovery and 
concurrency. (65%) 

Q: what normal form is sufficient to be achieved in practical 
situations and why? (2K)

A: Boyce-Codd normal form (20%)

Q: what query should I use to extract all the students 
from a class that have the mark for an exam greater 
than the class-average (5K)

A: compute the average in a sub-query and use the 
result in a WHERE clause (60%)

implements (hard-codes)
protocol for questions 

and answers

dynamic generation of  
personal student portfolio

provides public space
like a discussion/bulletin 
board, but with specific 
features for questions 

and answers

predefined categories and search

backend database 
that stores, for 
each student, 

information about 
the Q/A processes 

they go through 

YAIA
current implementation

limited 
negotiations
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questions
answers
protocol

submits question
value + deadline

submits intent to 
answer; new value

answers by 
deadline

no intent by 
deadline: answers

grades answers

questioner answerer lecturer

agrees or not 
with grading

no answers by 
deadline: answers

compiles final 
answer

agrees or not 
with grading
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future 
developments

search for situations
automatic situation identification + notification

aggregate reports + visualisation

refine information stored 
in the database

implement smart component

improve the organisation and 
aesthetics of the user-interface 

(functionality implemented)
behavioural scenarios : rule based 

language for rules

implement intelligent component


