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             Ephraim Nissan’s  Publications in the Humanities, Cognition, Law, or the Arts, 

                with annotations or with a table of contents of individual publications. 
 

Publications in engineering, or solely in computing, or the few in biology, are omitted. 
 

Work in progress or submitted is omitted, except books. 
 

The publication count concerns all disciplinary domains,  unlike the publication list as given below. 
 

The full publication list includes ca. 350 items. 
 

PUBLICATION COUNT — ARTICLES PUBLISHED OR IN PRESS: 

 
Guest-Editing  for Journals 

 
20 

Articles in Refereed Scholarly Journals 
of which: 

Journal articles whose length is 45 to 85 pages: 22 

Articles shorter than 5 pages (excluding editorials):  2 
 

128 

 
Chapters in Books 

 
23 

 
Articles in Conference Proceedings 47 
Other:  Dissertations,  Editorials, Book Reviews, 
             Obituaries, Newsletter Contributions, 
             Annotated Bibliographies,  Published Handbook 

127+ 
 

 
Authored and Edited Books 

 
Two authored books, and two edited books:  published or accepted. 
 
More authored books in preparation. 
 
 
Legal Evidence, Police Investigation, Case Argumentation, and Computer Tools. 
Dordrecht: Springer, 2 vols., ca. 1300 pages, 2012. 
 
Research into Verbal Creativity, Humour and Computational Humour.  
By Yaakov HaCohen-Kerner, Ephraim Nissan, Oliviero Stock, Carlo Strapparava, and Ghil‘ad Zuckermann. 
(=Vol. 3 of Language, Culture, Computation: Studies in Honour of Yaacov Choueka, ed. N. Dershowitz & E. Nissan) 
 
I submitted (to Springer) an authored book, that analyses contrastively variants of a tale from Islamic 
culture (early Ottoman Turkey), Christian culture (Elisabethan England), and Jewish culture (a modern 
tale about King Solomon): 

Narratives and Their Variants Set in Formulae. 
Mutual Beliefs, Goal Pursuing, Deception, and Impersonation in Episodic Formulae: 
A Model for a Tale from The Forty Viziers and for a Parallel. 
153 pages.  Submitted to Springer-Verlag.  [Final version somewhat longer.] 

 
I have also submitted a short Italian-language book about the blood libel, considered especially from the 
anthropological viewpoint: 
 

L’accusa del sangue. Lineamenti, traiettorie, e alcune storie particolari. 
 

See p. 4 
 
See p. 12 
 

a. 

c. 

d. 

b. 
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With Dr. Abraham O. Shemesh, I am now completing a book in two volumes,  

Melancholia in Jewish Texts and in Ascriptions to the Jews, 

on Jewish religious perspectives through the ages on melancholia, as well as in medieval and early 
modern medical books in Hebrew, and in modern rabbinic jurisprudence.  The latter part in the book 
examines non-Jewish ascriptions of melancholia to the Jews, e.g. through association with Saturn. 
See in the “Plan for Research”.    [Already over 400 pages typed.] 
 
I am trying to complete an authored book (a collection of a dozen original essays) that discusses how 
identities from the Table of Nations (Noah’s progeny) were understood in Jewish, Islamic, and European 
Christian cultures, in the Middle Ages as well as in the late 17th century (see below on p. 3): 
 
                                                  Essays in Geography and Ethnology within Jewish Biblical Exegesis: 
                                                  The Table of Nations, Africa, Post-Roman Europe, and More. 

 
I have by now almost completed a book dissecting cultural practice, ideas, material culture and social 
experience in an elite Jewish Baghdadi household (in the Christian Quarter) in the first half of the 20th 
century;  e.g., it shows the relation between lifestyle, religious ideology, and architecture (vernacular 
housing), and shows how tradition and modernity, continuity and Westernisation were reconciled: 
 

 Blooming Before the Storm: A Study of Vernacular Housing and Use of 
Domestic Space by an Elite Jewish Baghdadi Household, of Their Life 
Narratives and Cultural Practices, and of a Thriving, Yet Ultimately Failed 
Experience of Communal Coexistence. (ca. 280 pages already typed). 
 

Also nearing completion: 
Italy, Italian Jews, and Jewish Concerns:   
Essays on the Dynamics of Attitudes in Recent Decades. 

                                                  [Ca. 54,000 words + iconographical apparatus.  It consists of two parts.] 
 

                                                   All the Appearance of a Pretext — in Courtroom Examples, and in Gag Cartoons. 
[Ready,  ca. 280 pages, except the Introduction and Conclusions.  A book in 
pragmatics.  Some examples are relevant to Jewish culture (a Jewish oicotype).] 

 
Adnei ha-Sadeh: The Elusive Humanoid from Late Antique and Medieval Rabbinic Tradition   
 

It is a book in preparation, consisting of four interrelated essays (two of them already completed), and 
analysing the effect through history, up to present-day Jewish exegesis and homiletics, of an idea that emerged 
in the Roman age, that of the Adnei ha-Sadeh. Also in the early and mid modern periods, there was an impact of 
European thinking about the natural sciences and anthropology (e.g., primates), in how Jewish authorities of 
the day understood the notion (this is especially the case of Tif’eret Yisra’el, from the 1830s). 
Even in present-day Jewish religious discourse, the Adnei ha-Sadeh sporadically occurs in allegorical homilies, 
and there even exists an obscure modern collection of rabbinic responsa titled Adnei ha-Sadeh. 
 
[A book in four parts, mostly written. It examines extant hypotheses relating relevant rabbinic zoology lore to the higher 
primates, or to the vegetable-lamb (the borometz), as well as Sperber’s cogent aetiology for the concept of the “navel-man” 
from the Yerushalmi.  The book also stresses the relation to the Graeco-Roman lore of the homo agrestis, that was to enter 
(once again?) Jewish lore in the Middle Ages as the bnei sadeh from the Hebrew romance of Alexander, and to shape 
medieval lore on the woodwose (wild man). It is also claimed that some recent understanding was marred by unawareness of 
how concepts and terms evolved, in early modern and 19th-century primatological discourse.] 
 
Reconstructed Memories on Trial. 
By Guglielmo Gulotta, Moira Liberatore and Ephraim Nissan. 
 
 
Edited Books                            Edited with Klaus M. Schmidt: 

From Information to Knowledge: Conceptual and Content Analysis by Computer. 
Intellect Books  (Oxford), 1995.     [In humanities computing.] 
 
In preparation,  edited with Nachum Dershowitz: 
Language, Culture, Computation:  Essays in Honour of Yaacov Choueka. 
Springer Verlag (Berlin). 3 volumes. 

 b 

 a 
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Articles in Journals or Conference Proceedings,  
Book Chapters, Review Articles, and Book Reviews 

(published or accepted)  
 

In the humanities, cognition or otherwise in the human sciences, or in law, or in the arts.  
Publications in engineering or solely in computing, or then the few in biology, are omitted.  

          

           Article:                                         Book review (other than a review article): 

 

Very long article (45 to 85 pages):                              Very short article (< 5 pages):                 

 

           Journal special issue:                                                    Dissertation:   

  

 
 
Les modèles informatiques de l’humour, ou comment les ordinateurs créent de l’humour! 
Humoresques, in a thematic issue, N° 37, Printemps 2013, in press. 
[Humoresques is the journal of CORHUM: L’association pour le développement des recherches sur le Comique, le Rire 
et l’Humour. Authors are academics from the humanities.] 

 
[1.     Introduction] 
[2.]   Des calembours, et des situations ridicules, générés par erreur par des logiciels.  
[3.]   Une histoire concise des modèles informatiques de l’humour 
[4.]   L’humour est un processus compliqué, comment se fait-il que le logiciel ALIBI en produise? 
[5.]   Le défi de GALLURA: pour les noms de place, générer des petits contes étymologiques pour rire 
Notes bibliographiques 
 

Postfazione: Strumenti informatici avanzati per le inchieste e per la prova. 
Essay at the end of: C. Asaro, Ingegneria della conoscenza giuridica 
applicata al diritto penale. Pisa, Italy: Giappichelli, in press. 

 
An Overview of Data Mining for Combatting Crime.  Applied Artificial Intelligence, in press. 
 

Abstract.   
1 Introduction 
2 Social Networks  &  Link Analysis 
3 Coplink 
4 Catch 
5 Enron’s Email Database, And Related Techniques 
6 Stock Brokers And Fraud  
7 Auction Fraud: Netprobe 
8 Malware & Polonium 
9 Fuel Fraud: The Poznan Ontology Model 
10 Fiscal Fraud & Sniper 
11 Conclusions 
References 
 

Between Puns and Narratives: Goals of the GALLURA Project.  
In: A. Nijholt (ed.), Computational Humor 2012: Extended Abstracts of the 3rd International Workshop on 
Computational Humor, Amsterdam, 8 June, 2012, pp. 41–47 in the electronic proceedings.  

[On homiletic/midrashic derivations in Hebrew or Jewish Aramaic, in a narrative context.] 
 
Abstract 
1.  What This Project Is About 
2.  A Sketch of the Architecture of GALLURA 
3.  A Sketch of what the Phono-Semantic Modules Has to Do 
4.  A Sample Mock-Aetiological Story for Place-Names (Toponyms), from the Model Corpus 
5.  A Sample Mock-Aetiological Story for Names for Biological Taxa, from the Model Corpus 
References 
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238 
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Graphemic Puns, and Software Making Them Up. The case of Hebrew, vs. Chinese and Japanese. 
By Yaakov HaCohen-Kerner, Daniel Nisim Cohen, Ephraim Nissan, and Ghil‘ad Zuckermann. 
Israeli Journal for Humor Research, 1(2), in press.  

 
Abstract 
1.  Introduction 
2.  Lexical nativisation and camouflaged borrowing 
3.  Examples of the phenomenon from Chinese and Japanese 
4.  Features of the Hebrew script resulting in several options for interpretation 
5.  Software manipulation of input personal names in a tool for Hebrew “homiletics” 
6.  A few commented examples of input and output with segmentation only 
7.  A few commented examples of input and output with letters inserted and/or deleted 
8.  DARSHAN, an automated generator of homilies 
References 
 

The Design of the Phono-Semantic Matching (PSM) Module of the GALLURA Architecture for Generating 
Humorous Aetiological Tales. By Ephraim Nissan and Yaakov HaCohen-Kerner 
Israeli Journal for Humor Research, 1(2), in press.  

 
Abstract 
1.  Introduction 
2.  The architecture of GALLURA as envisaged 
3.  The design of the phono-semantic matching (PSM) module 
4.  An example 
References 

 
A Major Resource and a New Canon of Italian Literary Studies: 
A Selective Response Informed by Both Italian and Italian Jewish Studies. 
Tsur, accepted (30 pages). 
 

Reviewing: Gaetana Marrone (general editor), Paolo Puppa and Luca Somigli (editors), Encyclopedia of Italian 
Literary Studies, Vol. 1: A–J, Index; Vol. 2: L–Z, Index. New York and Abingdon, Oxon.: Routledge, 2007. 
 
Abstract 
1.  Introduction 
2.  Specific Examples, General Considerations 

2.1.  Guido Gozzano 
2.2.  Cielo d’Alcamo 
2.3.  Cecco d’Ascoli 

3.  Manoello Giudeo  (Immanuel Romano) 
3.1.  Members of Two Cultures, and Contributing to Both 
3.2.  Why Is Manoello Important, for Italian Studies? 

4.  Between Italian and Hebrew?  Two Renaissance Playwrights 
4.1.  Leone de’ Sommi 
4.2.  Joseph Santafiore? 

5.  Francesco Maria De’ Marini, or, the Slippery Slope 
6.  Lorenzo Da Ponte, and Giuseppe Baretti 
7.  Film-Making, and Entertainers.  The Case of Totò 
8.  Holocaust Literature, and Primo Levi 

8.1.  A Problem with Ignoring Context 
8.2.  Primo Levi’s Interpretation of Italy, and Then the 1982 Challenge 

9.  Entries for Cities, and for ‘Culture of Food’ 
10.  Further Writers 

10.1.  Giuseppe Gioachino Belli 
10.2.  Nino Oxilia, and Salvator Gotta 
10.3.  Edith Bruck, and Nelo Risi 
10.4.  Aquiles Bernardi’s Nanetto Pipetta, and  
          Italo-Brazilian Friars’ Popular Fiction in Talian 

11.  Envoi 
Appendix 
 

A Tentative Evaluation of the Spread of Humour Studies Among Journals in Other Domains. 
Israeli Journal of Humor Research: An International Journal, 1(1), 2012, pp. 107–208. 

 
2011: The Sesquicentennial of the Birth of America’s Top Hebrew Humorist. 
The Sweat of the (Low) Brow: New York Immigrant Life in Gerson Rosenzweig’s Satire.  
Facets of his Talmudic Parody Tractate America. 
Israeli Journal of Humor Research, 1(2), 2012, pp. 29–85. 

 
Abstract 

231 

234 

235 

232 

233 
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1.    Introduction: What We Set Out to Do 
2.    The Genre and the Context of Tractate America 
3.    Some Features of Tractate America and Its Expressive Choices 
4.    Previous Mischaracterization, and a Preamble to Chapter 3 of Tractate America 
5.    Tractate America as a Case of Jewish Multilingualism and Literature 
6.    “These have the duty of ‘avodah” (‘Work’ Rather Than ‘Worship’) 
7.    A Holder of Superior Knowledge at the Door of a Factory 
8.     Questioning the Expert: Why Cannot Workers Enjoy Their Life? 
9.    How to Treat Scabs? And the Weak Overcoming the Strong, 
       on the Very Same Talmudic Page Intertextually Referred To 
10.  The Model for the Encounter Between Reb Worker and Mr. Union: 
       Rab Judah Standing by the Door of his Father-in-Law’s House 
11.  Answering Questions Patiently: Hillel’s Precedent for Mr. Union 
12.  Jacob Wanted to Sit in Peace, but Tribulations Jumped on Their Prey 
13.  Anti-Alien Sentiment Within the Trade Unions? The Historical Context 
14.  Greenhorns All Over the Place 
15.  Even If Given All the Treasures of the World? 
       Its Secret Processes Are Revealed 
16.  “Have you Poppy Seed for Sale?” Rather Than Being Untruthful 
17.  Going on Strike (Your Wife Will Strike You for That) 
18.  Women’s Work 
19.  Child Labour 
20.  Selling Newspapers Under the Snow 
21.  Pharaonic Toils in the Land of the Alliance (as Intended by Ezekiel) 
22.  Concluding Remarks 
References 
 

A Child Prodigy (Ben Sira), a Wily Peasant (Marcolf, Bertoldo), a Centaur (Kitavras), a Wiseman (Sidrach), or 
the Chaldaean Prince Saturn? Considerations about Marcolf and the Marcolfian Tradition, with Hypotheses 
about the Genesis of the Character Kitovras.  
Tsur, 2012.   A 11-page review article. 

 
Abstract 
1.    Pseudo-Sirach 
2.    Ziolokowski’s and Benary’s Editions of the  
       Medieval Latin Dialogue of Solomon and Marcolf 
3.    Strands of the Marcolfian Tradition 
4.    The Russian Solomon and Kitovras: Which Jewish Background, if Any? 
5.    Prince Saturn and Abdemon of Tyre as Being King Solomon’s Contenders 
6.    Why Nebuchadnezzar, in Pseudo-Sirach? King Solomon, the Queen of Sheba, 
       and his Demonic Acquaintances 
7.    Before Pseudo-Sirach: Nebuchadnezzar Being Made  
       a Fool of by Daniel’s Three Companions 
8.    Zoology in Pseudo-Sirach and in the Latin Dialogue of Solomon and Marcolf 
9.    By Deuterosis, Notker Labeo Was Referring to 
       the Jewish Oral Law, not to the Mishnah 
10.  Saturn’s Statue, Baal-Peor, and Marcolf’s Irreverence 
11.  A Sitz im Leben for the Latin Dialogue of Solomon and Marcolf? 
12.  A Protean Text of Uncertain Geographical Origin 
13.  Holy Land Geography in the Latin Dialogue of Solomon and Marcolf 
14.  A Bald Head, as Treated by Marcolf and by Abū Nuwwās  
15.  The Genealogies of Marcolf and Solomon, vs. Bertoldo’s Reference to Beans 
16.  Does Marcolf Wear his Shoes Crosswise, or Back to Front? The Antipodean Motif 
17.  Non-Comic Couterparts: The Book of Sidrach,  
       Hadrian and Epictetus, and Pippin and Alcuin 
 

A 5-page version of the above is a book review in Fabula: 
 
Review of Jan M. Ziolkowski, Solomon and Marcolf. (Harvard Series in Medieval Latin, 1.) Department of the Classics, 
Harvard University. Distributed by Harvard University Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts. 2008. To appear in Fabula. 
[The review includes substantial Jewish studies information.] 

 
Inaugural Editorial (by A. Sover, E. Nissan). 
Humor Mekuvvan: A Research Journal of Humor Studies, 1 (2011), pp. E1–E3. 
 
Inaugural Editorial (by E. Nissan, A. Sover). 
Israeli Journal of Humor Research: An International Journal, 1(1) (2012), pp. 1–5. 
 
King Saul’s “Evil Spirit” (ruach ra‘ah): Between the Bible, Its Exegetes, Psychology, Medicine and Culture.  
By Ephraim Nissan & Abraham Ofir Shemesh. La Ricerca Folklorica, 62 (2010 [2012]), pp. 149–156. 

226 

230 

228 

227 

229 
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Abstract 
1.    Depressed biblical characters? 
2.    Ravad’s interpretation of the spirit leaving Saul and resting upon David 
3.    The ruach ra‘ah according to Radaq vs. Rashi, and Metzudat David 
4.    Our own interpretation of the text 
5.    Gloom and crying 
6.    Preuss’s interpretation of saul’s fall 
7.    Saul’s behaviour: Was it a rational response? Or is it rightfully medicalised? 
8.    Saul’s behaviour: Culture-bound, and if so, how? 
9.    Signifiers for dreaming, vs. recovery and strength: Cross-linguistic evidence 
10.  Saul problematised in Josephus’ portrayal of him 
Appendix:  The low spirits of Baruch, Jeremiah’s secretary 
References 
 
Nissan’s data included in Sec. 9 of this paper are used and acknowledged on p. 83 in the section “Sognare, 
guarire [etc.]” in Francesco Benozzo, Etnofilologia, Naples: Liguori, 2010 [2011]. 
 

The Dog Ate It: The Fate of Homework as a Situational Archetype for a Pretext. 
Social Context, Medium, and Formalism. The American Journal of Semiotics, 27(1–4), pp. 115–162. 

 
Abstract  
1.    Introduction 
2.    One’s Dog’s Inopportune Voracity Resulting in a Positive Outcome 
3.    A Few Jokes and One-Panel Cartoons Based on “My Dog Ate My Homework” 
4.    Ways for the Archetype to Be Involved in Gag Cartoons 
5.    Eaten Homework in Gag Cartoons Other Than as a Pretext: 
       Instances of Anomalous Agency and Idiom Contamination 
6.    An Episode from a Criminal Trial in Newcastle 
7.    The Claim on the Prosecution’s Missing Material Evidence in the Sofri Case 
8.    A Wigmore Chart for Some of the Propositions in the Newcastle Claim 
9.    Episodic Formulae for the Detail from the Sofri Case 
10.  ALIBI: Hierarchical Decomposition, and Self-Exoneration 
11.  Intertextuality with the Early Modern Imaginary: The Egg-Laying 
       Women of the Moon, in the Context of Avian Humanoid Creatures 
12.  Naturoid Theory and Observation Levels 
13.  Observation Levels and Theriomorphism vs. Anthropomorphism 
14.  Conclusions 
References 

 

The Pantesque Experience: Between Tunisian Jewry, and 
Claimed Relics of Crypto-Judaism on Pantelleria Island. [Review article.] 
Accepted, Journal of Modern Jewish Studies. 
 
Information Retrieval in the Service of Generating Narrative Explanation: What we Want from GALLURA. 
By Ephraim Nissan and Yaakov HaCohen-Kerner. 
In Proceedings of KDIR 2011: International conference on Knowledge Discovery  
and Information Retrieval, Paris, 26–29 October 2011, pp. 487–492. 

 
Abstract 
1.  Conceptual and Technical Background 
2.  Functions in GALLURA 
3.  The Multiagent Architecture 
4.   A Simple Example: aqua & Genesis 1:9 [a midrash-style Hebrew tale] 
5.   A Complex Example: Babel to Laos [a midrash-style Hebrew tale] 
6.   Whence and Whither? Von in German Onomastics, and Eldad & Medad [a midrash-style Hebrew tale] 
7.  Concluding Remarks 
References 
 

Jokes and Pranks: The Compulsive Liar Healed, the Congregation Made to Behave Awkwardly, and the 
Character “Such a One” Reduced to a Dog.  Baghdadi Jewish Variants, Heretofore Unsignalled, Respectively 
Amenable to the International Tale Types 1543 C* (Oicotypised); Vaguely 1828* (an Oicotypised 
Predigtschwank), and 1138 (Quite Loosely, Unadapted). 
Humor Mekuvvan: A Research Journal of Humor Studies, Vol. 1, 2011, pp. E4–E72. [ISSN 225-7128] 

 
Abstract 
1.  Introduction 
PART ONE 

2.  The Compulsive Liar Healed (Type 1543 C*) 
 2.1.  The Variant and Its Source 
 2.2.  Place Within International Classification, and Methodological Considerations 
 2.3.  An Eye Ailment Made Worse by the Patient Touching It, 

223 

224 

222 

225 
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         and International Proverbs 
 2.4.  An Opportunity Unexploited by the Tale: The Liar Paradox 

3.  Judaising and Localising Features of the Oicotypised First Tale 
 3.1.  The Material Culture, and Potential Interference from Textual Culture 
 3.2.  Some Folk Medicine, and Biographical Relevance to the Teller 

4.  Features of the Teller of the First Tale 
5.  “Three Ailments, One Medication” (IFA 3163): A Misnagdic Scoffer 
     Seeking Hasidic Taumaturgy, and Getting What he Deserves 

PART TWO 
6.  A Prank of Hakhām Zambartūt  (Approximating Type 1828*) 

 6.1.  The Baghdadi Jewish tale About the Congregation Made to Caw 
 6.2.  The Place Within International Classification, and Jewish Aspects 
 6.3.  Further Considerations About Classification 

         6.4.  The Raven in This Oicotype Is Not an Associate of the Clergy or Clericalism 
                                7.  Birds’ Human Talk, vs. Bird Calls Imitated as Human Utterances: The Hebrew 
                                     Pereq Shirah and Its Raven, vs. the Tibetan Precious Garland of the Birds’ Law 

8.  A Facilitating Factor for the Iraqi Tale: Dialectal Lexicon and Grammar 
9.  The Galician Zogerin (Woman Leading Women in Prayer) Emulated 

 When Calling Out to the Butcher’s Wife: “Sheindl, Thanks for the Gut!” 
PART THREE 

10.  A Character Called “Such a One”: A Baghdadi Judaeo-Arabic Version 
      Related in Tel-Aviv in 1965, and Perhaps of Non-Iraqi Derivation 
11.  Conjectured Origination, and What Makes This Variant Remarkable 
12.  The Trickster Who Gave False Names: “Black Cat” 

   (IFA 1430), a Tenuously Judaised Tale from Egypt 
13.  Concluding Remarks 
Acknowledgements 
Cited References 

 

What They Served at the Banquet for the Wedding of Shim‘on Nathan’s Daughter: 
Considerations on the Sense of tsvi, in Sources from East and West. 
By Ephraim Nissan and Zohar Amar.   
Accepted pending revision Australian Journal of Jewish Studies. 
 

Abstract 
1.  Introduction 
2.  Tsvi meat served as food as a Jewish wedding 

2.1.  An episode from a novel by Agnon 
2.2.  The magnate’s gift of a not yet slaughtered  tsvi  for the wedding 
2.3.  A close examination of Agnon’s tsvi in relation to the banquet 
2.4.  At the symbolic level:  the gifts dangling down from 
        the horns of the tsvi, the centrepiece on the table at the wedding banquet 

3.  Tsvi, between the Lexicon and the Onomasticon 
3.1.  On the tsvi in Hebrew sources from Europe 
3.2.  What Abramowitsch (Mendele Mokher Sfarim) says about the horns of roe deer 
3.3.  Other examples of semantic shift for tsvi from Europe 
3.4.  Evidence from standard co-occurrence of Tsvi  
        from European Jewish onomastic practice 

4.  Reflexes of Jewish law 
4.1.  The koy or hircocervus:  gazelle/goat crossbreed to the talmudic Sages,  
        deer/goat crossbreed in the Western tradition 
4.2.  Slaughtering in the Hebrew belles lettres 
4.3.  On a tradition setting the distinction of tsvi vs. ayyal based on the horns 
4.4.  The gall-bladder as a distinctive trait, and R. Joseph Caro’s 
       (mis)ascription of its absence (a cervid feature) to the tsvi 
4.5.  A 19th-century Eastern contradictor of R. Joseph Caro concerning the tsvi’s   
        having or not having a gall-bladder 
4.6.  A passage from Ben Ish Hay about the raising of gazelles 

5.  Concluding remarks  
Appendix: Zoology and Judaism:   

A1.  A few references to works by the present authors 
A2.  Zoology within ancient or medieval Jewish studies 
A3.  Zoology within modern Jewish studies 
A4.  An Agnon locus contributing to the subject  
        of pets in traditional Jewish households 

Bibliography  
 

Purim of Saragossa, Purim of Siracusa. 
Accepted for the proceedings of a conference in Siracusa for the 20th anniversary of the discovery of the local 
medieval mikvah (ed. Luciana Pepi and Alessandro Musco), to be published by Officina di Studi Medievali in Palermo. 

 
Abstract 

221 

220 
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1.  Siracusan Jewish Collective Memory/Imaginary? 
2.  An Elijah / Harvoná Parallel in the Scroll of Saragossa 
3.  A Spanish Setting, from a Spanish Teller, and Tamar Alexander’s Interpretation of Variants 
4.  Elliott Horowitz’s Interpretation of the Purim of Saragossa   

On the Report of Isaac de Lattes Concerning the Death of the Apostate in Taormina. 
Accepted for the proceedings of a conference in Siracusa for the 20th anniversary of the discovery of the local 
medieval mikvah (ed. Luciana Pepi and Alessandro Musco), to be published by Officina di Studi Medievali in Palermo. 

 
Abstract 
1.  The Barcelona Disputation 
2.  The Epistle of Jacob de Lattes (Jacob ben Eliah) Trying to Dissuade Pablo Christiani: 
     An Important Document for the History of Folklore Studies 
3.  The Place of Pablo Christiani’s Death, According to Isaac de Lattes: 
     Tavormina, tavor mina, “Break the Apostate” 
4.  A Pun at the End of Jabob de Lattes’ Epistle from MS Halberstam: 

  An Instance of Situationally Apt Personal Name 
5.  The Cross-Identification of Nimrod and Amrafel, as Being the Homiletical  
     Background of the Pun About Paul (Pablo), nafol yippol (“he Shall Surely Fall”): 

  The Story of Abraham in the Fiery Furnace 
6.  Onomastic Wordplay and the Fiery Furnace from Daniel 
7.  More Examples of Homiletics Defying a Rationalist Attitude: 
     Further Cross-Identifications of Biblical Characters from Different Periods 
8.  Concluding Remarks 
 

Narrating Courtyards, Roofs, and Mezzanines in the Memory Culture of Iraqi Jews. 
Accepted pending revision for a special issue by the Journal of Modern Jewish Studies. 
                    

Contents:    1.  Introduction 
2.  A Case Study of a Baghdad Household          [with several maps] 
3.  Adaptation of Home to New Surroundings 
Notes   [extensive] 
Bibliography 

 
 

Review of African Myths of Origin by Stephen Belcher (Penguin, 2005). Fabula, 52(3/4), pp. 316–320.  
                                                                                 [Thorough typological comparison to items from Jewish folklore.] 
 
On a Mystery of Talmudic Zoonymy: The Parrot, and the Myna? 
A Reassessment of the Identity of the Two andrafta Bird Species. 
Journal of the American Oriental Society, 131(3), 2011, pp. 445–452. 

 
Contents:    [1.]   Terminology 

[2.]  The state of Research 
[3.]  Talking Birds 
[4.]  The Feet of the Bird 
[5.]  A New Proposal 
[6.]  The Sturnidae — Kosher or Unkosher? 
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shown for tales respectively concerning St. Nicholas and St. Boniface, in relation to midrashic loci. These two parallels 
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Abstract:   This article examines a theme — risks of ingestion — that emerges time and again in Jewish attitudes, since antiquity 
to modern times. This is separate from food avoidance on the basis of kosher criteria.  We still consider the Tosefta’s prohibition 
of all mushrooms to be rational, even though this rule is no longer valid.  Other cases of avoidance, not halakhically formalised, 
we deem “irrational”, by adopting what historians of science term a “Whiggish” attitude.  We discuss eating tomatoes among 
Jews in Agnon’s writings (eating them in Germany, but avoiding them back in Galicia), and we also discuss an alternative 
aetiology of avoidance of tomatoes based on the early modern imaginary.  This is an example from middle modernity with roots 
in early modernity.  Our other example is from late antiquity and its legacy in the Middle Ages:  we consider the midrashic 
treatment of the station of Shittim in the desert; the organoleptic properties of water from Shittim were blamed for ascribed 
physiovegetative and psychophysically determined behavioural effects, namely, the sorry episode of the Midianite women.     
The forbidding notoriety of Shittim did not prevent occurrence in Negev new Hebrew toponomastics.

1.   Introduction 
     1.1.  Risk avoidance:  rational vs. irrational  
             (from a Whiggish viewpoint) 
     1.2.  Early and mid modern, vs. late antique and medieval: 
             Two temporal anchors, for two examples of 
             sorry effects being ascribed to ingestion 
     1.3.  Edible staples originating in the new world: 
             On a fundamental difference between  
             animal and vegetable products 
2.    On a kind of Jewish attitudes in early and middle 
       modernity: Vegetables from New World, and  
       different Jewish receptions 
       2.1.  Cues for temporal positioning:  Potatoes and quills, 
                vs. tomatoes as an indicator of cultural geography 
       2.2.  Mistrust of tomatoes, and Arno Lublin’s  
               explanation for it 
       2.3.  An alternative aetiology, and early terminology 
       2.4.  Early nomenclature yet not the associated  
               ascribed properties, in Gerard’s Herball 

     2.5.   How current understanding of lead poisoning has affected       
              the early modern ascription of toxicity to tomatoes 
3.  Late antique and medieval fear of ingestion, and relation to 
     place:  Blaming ingestion in midrash, and modern loss of the  
     bad association 
     3.1.    Ingestion supposedly implanting libidinous proclivity:   
               A midrashic locus 
     3.2.    The botanical rather than the midrashic association of 
               the “bad” place, providing motivation for evocative  
               modern toponomastics 
     3.3.    Other examples of negative toponyms from the Negev 
4.  Food in literature as being a domain within literary studies 
     4.1.  An overview 
     4.2.  On the ingestion of insects with wine in Quevedo 
     4.3.  Rabelais, the eels, and Nabuzaradan 
     4.4.  On desire as being an effect of food in magic realism 
5.  The theme of food in Agnon’s writings, as treated in 
       literary studies 
6.    Concluding remarks 

 

 

Hybridity in Referential vs. Metaphorical Zoonymy:  Isomorphic Generation of the Signified and of the Signifier.  
For the Yaacov Choueka Jubilee Volume, Vol. 2. 
 
1.   Introduction 

1.1   One Device of Word-Formation, and Two Semantic Domains Where It Prevails in English 
1.2   Hybrid Names for Hybrids:  Referential vs. Connotated Contexts 
1.3   An Unexpected Arena for the Device:  Afro-Asiatic Linguistics 

2.   Referential Hybrid Zoonymic Signifiers for Real-World Signifieds 
2.1.   Hybridity in Referential Zoonymy: Hybrid Names for Hybrid Kinds 
2.2.   The Cattalo, the Beefalo, Mahari Weil’s Büffel, and the Water Buffalo 

196 

195  

PDF created with pdfFactory trial version www.pdffactory.com

http://www.pdffactory.com


 

 
14 / 38 

2.3. On Some English Names for Hybrid Zoological Kinds 
3.   A Bird’s View of the Rabbinic Concept of kil’áyim, 
      vs. the Lexicon of Hybridity in Israeli Hebrew 

3.1.   A Culture-Specific Concept, Not the Same as ‘Hybrid’ 
3.2.   Some Secular Lexical Concepts and Terms from Israeli Hebrew for Hybridity 
3.3.   Mules in Jewish Tradition 
3.4.   The Human/Animal Boundary, the Awkward, and the Marvellous 
3.5.   Identity and Boundaries, in the Present-Day Rabbinic Discourse of Bioethics 
3.6.   Referring to Mules and Hybrids in Rabbinic Discourse, 
         and the Legacy in Hebrew Idiomatics 

                3.7.   An Example from Estori ha-Parhí 
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Olender’s classic The Languages of Paradise: Race, Religion, and Philology in the Nineteenth Century (French: Les 
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7.  What the Ritualistic Literature Says, and 
     How It Affects the Techniques Considered 
8.    Is It Practical and Affordable? 

9.    The Ergonomic Aspect 
10.  The Structure of the Device 
11.  The Sabbath Notepad:  Its  
        Operation Mode 
12.  A Final Remark

 
Artificial Intelligence and Criminal Evidence: A Few Topics. 
In Proceedings of the Second World Conference on New Trends 
in Criminal investigation and Evidence, Amsterdam, 10-15 December 1999. 
= C.M. Breur, M.M. Kommer, J.F. Nijboer & J.M. Reijntjes (eds.), 
New Trends in Criminal Investigation and Evidence, Vol. 2 
(Intersentia, Antwerpen – Groningen – Oxford, 2000), pp. 495–521. 

 
Exoneration, and Reasoning About It: A Quick Overview of Three Perspectives (with A.F. Dragoni). 
At: Intelligent Decision Support for Legal Practice (IDS 2000). 
In: Proceedings of the International ICSC Congress “Intelligent Systems & Applications” (ISA’2000), 
Wollongong, Australia, December 11–15, 2000, Vol. 1, pp. 94–100. 

 
Daedalus e oltre: una prospettiva contestuale per il significato di un sistema 
e di un concetto di informatica personalizzata per il magistrato. 
In the Daedalus website for magistrates [not the Daedalus tool], Italy, July 2000.  
Invited presentation at a professional e-forum. 
 
Review of:   J. Schirmann,  The History of Hebrew Poetry in Muslim Spain  (ed. E. Fleischer). Jerusalem: The Magnes 
Press & Ben-Zvi Institute, 1995.  Tsur, Vol. 2 (2000). 

 
Review of:  A. Toaff,  Mostri giudei:  L’immaginario ebraico dal medioevo alla prima età moderna.  Bologna: Il 
Mulino, 1996.  Tsur, Vol. 2 (2000). 

 

Review of:  E. Leigh Gibson,  The Jewish Manumission Inscriptions of the Bosporus Kingdom.   
(Texts and Studies in Ancient Judaism, 75.)  Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 1999.  Tsur, Vol. 2 (2000). 

Review of  Proceedings of the Ninth British Conference on Judeo-Spanish Studies, Queen Mary and Westfield College, 
London, July 1995.  =  Donaire, 6  (Embajada de España en el Reino Unido, April 1996).  Tsur, Vol. 2 (2000). 
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Review of:  E. Bashan,  The Taragano Family:  Jewish Diplomats in the Dardanelles, 1699–1817.  Jerusalem:  The 
Zalman Shazar Center for Jewish History,  1999.  Tsur, Vol. 2 (2000). 

 
Review of:  A. Guterman,  The Warsaw Jewish Community Between the Two World Wars.  Tel-Aviv:  Diaspora 
Research Institute, 1997.  Tsur, Vol. 2 (2000). 

Review of:  B. Carmiel, Tiles Adorned City: “Bezalel” Ceramics on Tel Aviv Houses, 1923–1929.  Tel Aviv:  Eretz 
Israel Museum;  The Historical Museum of Tel Aviv – Jaffa, 1996.  Tsur, Vol. 2 (2000). 
 
Review of:  A. & R. Cowen,  Victorian Jews Through British Eyes.  London:  The Littman Library, 1998 (= Oxford 
University Press, 1986).  Tsur, Vol. 2 (2000). 
 
The Shabbat Notepad:  Saving Ideas that Occur on Shabbat. B’Or Ha-Torah (Jerusalem), Vol. 11, pp. 76–87, 1999.   
[Published along with a haskamah for the technique proposed, setting precise conditions for use, by R. L.Y. Halperin, director 
of the Institute of Science and Halacha.] 
 

Contents:    1.  The Problem 
2.  The Background in Halakhah 
3.  The Economic Aspect 

3.  The Ergonomic Aspect 
4.  Structure of the Device 
5.  Operation Mode 

6.  A Sample Idea to be Saved 
7.  Automation 
R. L.Y. Halperin’s addendum

 

Registers of Use, and Ergolectal Versus Literary Niches for Neologizing Creativity.  What Do the Makers of Technical 
Terminology Stand to Learn From Such Contrastive Analysis? Proceedings of the EAFT “Conference on Co-operation 
in the Field of Terminology in Europe”,  Paris, May 17–19, 1999.  Paris: Union Latine, 2000, pp. 227–239.                                            
 
Computer-Generated Alternative Coinages: An Automated Ranking Model for Their Psychosemantic 
Transparency.  Ibid., pp. 321–336.   
 
Using the CuProS Metarepresentation Language for Defining Flexible Nested-Relation Structures for 
Monolingual and Multilingual Terminological Databases.  Ibid., pp. 337–343.    
 

Review of V. Shilo, New Neo-Aramaic Dictionary.  
Journal of Semitic Studies, Vol. 44, No. 2, pp. 320–322, 1999. 
 

                                   Not as formal a review of Shilo’s dictionary: 
 

Capturing a Language (book review). 
The Scribe (London), No. 69 (April 1998), p. 31. 

On the Semitic Component in the Lexicon of New Kingdom Egyptian,  
and its Role in Reconstructing Northwest Semitic Morphology.   
A review article.  Hebrew Linguistics, No. 45, pp. 95–100 (1999). 
 

The Cantor-Poets.  [A suite of two review essays] 
                  Part A:   A Lifetime’s Quest for Early Hymnography. 
                  Part B:   Charting the Piyyutic Galaxy. 
Shofar   [Nebraska University Press], Vol. 17, No. 2, Winter 1999, pp. 119–133. 

 
 

A Formalism for Misantonyms.  Proc. AISB’99 Symposium on Metaphor, Artificial Intelligence and Cognition,  
Edinburgh (ISBN 1 902956 06 0), pp. 17–26, 1999.                 [On the lexicon.] 
 
With Jixin Ma & Brian Knight:  The Temporal Dimension in Natural-Language Text.  International Symposium on 
Machine Translation & Computer Language Information Processing (ISMT&CLIP), Beijin, June 1999, pp. 32–37. 
                 [An analysis of the temporal relations in the incipit of a novel by A. Megged.] 
 
Review of: Affective (sic) Computing by R.W. Picard.  MIT Press, 1997. 
Pragmatics and Cognition, Vol. 7, No. 1, pp. 226–239, 1999. 
 

 
Three “Westralian” Perspectives.  [Review in history.]  Tsur, Vol. 1 (1999). 

Alba ottomana a Caffa.  Review article on:  H. Inalcik,  Sources and Studies on the Ottoman Black Sea.  Vol. 1 
(ed. V. Ostapchuk):  The Customs Register of Caffa, 1487–1490.  (Studies in Ottoman Documents Pertaining to 
Ukraine and the Black Sea Countries, 2.) Ukrainian Research Institute, Harvard University; distrib. Harvard 
University Press (Cambridge, MA, 1996). Tsur, Vol. 1 (1999). 
 
Review of:  M. Goodich, S. Menache & S. Schein (Eds.),  Cross Cultural Convergences in the Crusader Period. 
Peter Lang, New York & Bern, 1995.  Tsur, Vol. 1 (1999). 
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Review of:  N. Grunhaus, The Taxation of Izmir’s Jewish Community in the 17th and 18th Centuries (Tel-Aviv 
University, 1997).  Rassegna Mensile di Israel, Vol. 65, No. 1, pp. 202–204 (1999). 

Review of:  A. Shapira, M. Rozen & D. Porat (Eds.), Daniel Carpi Jubilee Volume.   
Tel-Aviv Univ., 1995/6.  Tsur, Vol. 1 (1999). 

 
Review of:  R.P. Swieringa,  The Forerunners:  Dutch Jewry in the North American Diaspora.  Detroit, Michigan:  
Wayne State University Press, 1994.  Tsur, Vol. 1 (1999). 
 
Facets of a Top Halakhic Thinker: Gleaning From a Profile.  Review of:  M. Genack (Ed.), Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik 
Memorial Issue, special issue, Tradition, Vol. 30, No. 4, New York 1996.  Tsur, Vol. 1 (1999). 
 
Review of  Mikhlol  (ed. Y. Eisenberg),  Jerusalem 1990–97.  Tsur, Vol. 1 (1999). 
 
 
Review of:  Y. Kook,  R. Nahman of Braslav:  Studies into his Stories.  Feldheim, Jerusalem, 1993/42.  Tsur, Vol. 1 (1999). 
 
 
Review of:  R. Kushelevsky, Moses and the Angel of Death.  (Studies on Themes and Motifs in Literature, 4.) Lang, 
New York, 1995.  Le‘Ela  (London), 45, 1998, p. 60. 

Review of: Concise Encyclopedia of Philosophy of Language (ed. P.V. Lamarque, Pergamon, 1997) and of: 
Readings in the Philosophy of Language (ed. P. Ludlow, The MIT Press, 1997). 
Iyyun: The Jerusalem Philosophical Quarterly, No. 48 (Jan. 1999), pp. 347–354. 

 
From the Krum to the Kerem-kerem Bird:  On the Ever-changing Colours of Referentiality and Myth.   
AION-O: Annali dell’Istituto Orientale di Napoli, Sezione Orientale,  Vol. 57, nos. 1–2, pp. 276–281, 1997 [1999]. 
 
La prova giudiziaria:  area emergente dell’“AI  & Law”. Oltre la statistica forense e l’algebra delle giurie, 
l’integrazione di metodi AI per affrontare un dominio proteiforme (with A.A. Martino). 
Proceedings of AI*IA’98, Padua, Italy, 1998, pp. 104–108. 
 
Review of:  Y. Liebermann, Biblical Statistics.  Cherikover, Tel-Aviv, 1995.  Le‘Ela  (London), 45, 1998, pp. 60–61. 

 
Review of:   A. Steinberg, Encyclopedia of Jewish Medical Ethics.  
Le‘Ela,  No. 45, 1998, pp. 63–64. 

Review of   Cassiodorus:  Rivista di Studi sulla Tarda Antichità (Vols. 1–2, 1995–6). 
La Rassegna Mensile di Israel, Rome, Vol. 63, No. 3, pp. 105–107 (1997 [1998]). 
 

 
Formal Models of Legal Time: Law, Computers and Artificial Intelligence. Special issue, edited with A.A. Martino. 
Information and Communications Technology Law, Vol. 7, No. 3, 1998. 

 
Review of:  A.G.B. ter Meulen,  Representing Time in Natural Language: 
The Dynamic Interpretation of Tense and Aspect.  The MIT Press, 1997. 
Computers and Artificial Intelligence, Vol. 17, No. 1, pp. 98–100, 1998. 
 
Advances in Deontic Logic  (review). 
Computers and Artificial Intelligence, Vol. 17, No. 4, pp. 392–400, 1998. 
 

Review of: Y. Nir (Ed.), Photography in Israel, special issue, History of Photography, Vol. 19, No. 3, 1995. 
Shofar [journal of Nebraska University Press for Purdue Univ.], Vol. 17, No. 1, Fall 1998, pp. 170–172. 
 

Representing Temporal Knowledge in Legal Discourse  (with B. Knight, J. Ma). 
In a special Issue on "Law, Computers and Artificial Intelligence". 
Information and Communications Technology Law, Vol. 7, No. 3, pp. 199-211, 1998. 

 

Temporal Structure and Enablement Representation for Mutual Wills: A Petri-Net Approach  (with D.Y. Farook). 
In a special Issue on "Law, Computers and Artificial Intelligence". 
Information and Communications Technology Law, Vol. 7, No. 3, pp. 243-267, 1998. 

 
Emotion, Culture, Communication.  Pragmatics & Cognition, Vol. 5, No. 2, pp. 355–369, 1997. 

Review article about:  Shinobu Kitayama and Hazel Rose Markus (eds.), Emotion and Culture: Empirical 
Studies of Mutual Influence. Washington, DC:  American Psychological Association, 1994. 
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Contents: 
[Introduction] 
1.   The contributions in the book   
2.   Narrated emotion and cultural narratives   
3.   Debate cultures and emotion    
4.   Displays  [on the imperative of cheerfulness, e.g., in American culture’s pragmatics; the social smile across cultures; etc.]  
Notes  [substantial] 
 

Notions of Place. Parts I and II.   In:  Logica delle norme (ed. A.A.Martino),  
Pisa:  SEU, 1997:  pp. 256–302 & 303–361.     

 

Part I:   1.   Formalizing the Common Sense of Motion 
              2.   The Tradition of the Text           
              3.   The Traveller’s Divorce Example  
              4.   Prima Facie Considerations   
              5.   A Preliminary Representation 
              6.   Canonic Interpretation  

  7.   Making Room on a Bench     [on a locus in Isaiah 49, and medieval exegesis] 
  8.   A Promised Density              [a formalism for the same] 
  9.   A Plank Hitting a Barrel      [on a sugya from Mishnah, Nezikin] 
 10.  Undeciphering Complex Movement  [examples from ancient Egyptian texts:  dancers, vs. a peasant being thrown into a well] 

 

Part II:   1.      The Analogy of Time and Space 
2.     Place, Function, and Juridic Significance  [on halakhic hermeneutics and nomopoiesis, and on gezerah shavah] 
3.     The Earmarked Coins Ascription Problem  [on a sugya from Mishnah, Shekalim] 
4.     Fish Eye’s Views of Place  [on mentions of geographic place in the colophon of a ritual collection from northeastern Italy;  

 on geography in Mishnaic halakhah; on a conceptual conflation of sizeable Cyprus and prominent Tyre,  
 in a gloss by R.  Eliezer of Beaugency;  on medieval exegesis about the travels of Kittim] 

5.     More on Constructions of Territorial Size Reflecting Some Other Attribute 
            [the interpretation of the same in Ha‘amek Davar by Netziv (1817–1893)] 
6.     Generalized Toponomastics in Case Abstraction    
7.     A Framework for Formalizing Bashan's Heuristic Rules   
8.     A Representation for the Rules in Bashan's Ruleset       
9.     Spatial Variables and Deontic Necessity [geographic and climatic correlates of variants of a Provençal proverb on the calendar] 
10.   Conclusions 

VegeDog: Formalism, Vegetarian Dogs, and Partonomies in Transition (with S.E. Shimony). 
Computers and Artificial Intelligence, Vol. 16, No. 1, pp. 79–104, 1997.               [On animals in culture.] 
 

Towards AI Formalisms for Legal Evidence  (with D. Rousseau) 
In: Foundations of Intelligent Systems: Proc. 10th Int. Symp., ISMIS’97 (ed. Z.W. Ras, A. Skowron). 
Springer-Verlag, pp. 328–337, 1997. 
Review of: Computational Theories of Interaction and Agency (ed. P.E. Agre, S.J. Rosenschein), MIT Press, 1996. 
Pragmatics and Cognition, Vol. 5, No. 2, pp. 384–395, 1997. 

 

Review of: Learning in Humans and Machines  (ed. P. Reimann, H. Spada), Pergamon, 1996.   
Pragmatics and Cognition, Vol. 5, No. 2, pp. 381–382, 1997. 

 

Review of: Connectionist Natural Language Processing (ed. N. Sharkey), Kluwer, Dordrecht & Intellect, Oxford, 1992. 
Pragmatics and Cognition, Vol. 5, No. 2, pp. 383–384, 1997. 
 

Hypertext and Hypermedia  (Guest-edited special issue). Journal of Educational Computing Research, 17(3), 1997. 
[Part of the contents is in the humanities.] 

Review of: Multimedia, Hypermedia, and Virtual Reality (ed. P. Brusilovsky & al.), Springer-Verlag, 1996. 
Journal of Educational Computing Research, Vol. 17, No. 3 1997, pp. 319–320. 
 

Ephraim Nissan, Isaac Rossler, and Hillel Weiss:     Hermeneutics, Accreting Receptions, Hypermedia:  A Tool for 
Reference versus a Tool for Instruction.  Journal of Educational Computing Research, Vol. 17, No. 3, 1997, pp. 297–318. 
Contents:  1.    Tools for the broad application domain 

  2.   Background of the project           
  3.   Midrashic narratives on top of the primary, Scriptural narrative 
  4.   Criteria of (ir)relevance   [on the midrash about Joseph; on Potiphar’s wife vs. Phaedra;  on Joseph in the Spanish Romancero; 
                                                  and on a Hebrew epic poem that casts the character of the falsely accused Mputa by reference    
                                                  to Joseph, based on Mputa subnarrative in the Mozambican novel Ualalapi ] 
  Notes  [substantial] 

Ephraim Nissan, Hillel Weiss, and Avraham Yossef:    HyperJoseph:  The Hypertextual Organization — 
Epistemological Considerations.   Knowledge Organization, Vol. 23, No. 1, pp. 16–24, 1996.     

 

Contents:     Introduction 
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Hypertext authoring   versus  knowledge engineering: the burden of representational micro-decisions, 
     authors as users,  and  ergonomic knowledge 
Navigating the body of knowledge: Where does the cognition reside? 
HyperJoseph in the context of Hebrew information retrieval 
Cognitive competence in retrieval 
Across cultures, genres, and media 
Notes 

From ALIBI to COLUMBUS.  The Long March to Self-Aware Computational Models of Humor.  In: Automatic 
Interpretation and Generation of Verbal Humor.  Proc. of the 12th Twente Workshop on Language Technology 
[TWLT 12], joint with Int. Workshop on Computational Humor [IWCH’96] (ed. J. Hulstijn  &  A. Nijholt),  
Twente, Enschede, The Netherlands:  University of Twente,  Sept. 1996,  pp. 69–85. 

Ephraim Nissan and Solomon Eyal Shimony:   
TAMBALACOQUE: For a Formal Account of the Gist of a Scholarly Argument. 
Knowledge Organization, Vol. 23, No. 3, 1996, pp. 135–146. 
 
 

Ephraim Nissan and Hillel Weiss:   The HyperJoseph Project.   

          Part A: Hypermedia and Knowledge Representation for Supporting an Analysis of the Text  
                       and Narrative in Genesis 39 and of the Respective Exegesis and Legendary Homiletics. 

          Part B: A Representation Syntax for Intertextuality, that Takes into Account Translation, Editing,  
                      and the Page Layout of Given Editions. 

In: Proceedings of the 4th International Conference on Bible and Computers (AIBI’94), Amsterdam, August 15–18, 1994  
(ed. F. Poswick)  of the Association Internationale Bible et Informatique. 
Geneva & Paris: Champion-Slatkine, 1995, pp. 154–162  &  163–173. 
 

Part A: Part B: 
1.   Introduction 1.   The Problem 
2.   Background 2.   The Representational Solution Proposed 
3.   Text, Action, and Time 3.   A Description of Content and of Its Making 
4.   Plans and Counterplans: The Text and the Legends 4.   Layout Functions and Content Functions 
5.   Edification and Edulcoration 5.   Conclusions 
6.   Rendition in the Figurative Arts and Music  
7.   Implicit and Explicit Pointers to the Motif  
8.   Alternative Modes of Use in HyperJoseph  

 

Intermingled Paschal Lambs and Hypergraph Grammars.    
Higgaion: Studies in Rabbinic Logic, No. 3, pp. 132–150, 1995. 
 

 

SEPPHORIS:  An Augmented Hypergraph-Grammar Representation for Events, Stipulations, and Legal 
Prescriptions. Law, Computers, and Artificial Intelligence, Vol. 4, No. 1, pp. 33–77, 1995. 
 
 

 

Meanings, Expression, and Prototypes.  Review article.  Pragmatics & Cognition, Vol. 3, No. 2, pp. 317–364, 1995. 
 

  Contents:  1.   Background,  and the structure of the book 
2.   Prototypes versus stereotypes 
3.   Epistemic metaproperties 
4.   Extended sense, or metaphor?  [§ 4.1 considers a medieval Latin use of ‘Pharaoh’ as referring to a Mamlūk ruler, 

 and modern scholarly use of ‘Pharaoh’ for kings of Nubia, whereas  
§ 4.2 relates an abstraction of this to references to Quijano / Quijote / Sancho.] 

5.   Default-by-Example  [§ 5.2  is about the diverse Islamic iconography of the rhinoceros; 
 § 5.3  is about Isaiah hiding inside the trunk of either a carob tree or a cedar tree, 

and about a translational choice made by Zvi Ben David  (i.e. Hirsch Lobel of Litschkau) 
in his Hebrew translation (1817) of Klopstock’s pastoral tragedy of 1757, Der Tods Adams.] 

6.   Stylistic selection of representatives 
7.   Form vs. content, and prototypicality   [§ 7.2  is on noms accordéons (called so by Seror) in 

the medieval Jewish French onomasticon.] 
8.   Transgression and etiology in cantillation syntax    [§§ 8.1–8.4  are on Masoretic prosody] 
9.   Performatives 
Notes   [extensive, and often long;  e.g., with examples from folk zoological lore; bioacoustics and ornithomusicology; 

“Soldanus Babilonie scilicet Pharao rex Egypti, nacione Turcus” (i.e., Baybars I) in the Erfurt chronicler; 
representations in gag cartoons and science fiction; the iconography of the unicorn; Kaddari’s analysis of syntactic 
agreement vs. non-agreement in Agnon’s writings; Birdwhistell’s kinesic notation for gesture, vs. choreographical 
notations, or vs. sign language; and Dalby’s study of pictograms and ideograms in the scripts of Liberia and Sierra 
Leone, and an instance of representational avoidance in spelling; and again the medieval French Jewish 
onomasticon; then Arab-Byzantine numismatics; Masoretic cantillation; the impact of early medieval understanding 
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of Hebrew grammar on pre-Golden Age paytanic treatment of lexical derivation; Stove’s parodic passages of Popper, 
Kuhn, and Feyerabend; narrative reticence in the Book of Ruth;  biblical pausal forms.  All of this, by way of 
exemplification and extension of cognitive and cognitive linguistic prototype theory.] 

 
 

Interpretation of Imputed Behavior in ALIBI (1 to 3) and SKILL. 
(with F. Fakher-Eldeen, Ts. Kuflik, G. Puni, R. Salfati, Y. Shaul, A. Spanioli). 
Informatica e Diritto, Year XIX, 2nd Series, Vol. II, No. 1/2, pp. 213-242, 1993. 

 
 

The Lexical Mint.  Hebrew Linguistics, No. 36, pp. 39–49, 1992.  
                  [On a computational model for word-formation. This project was prized.]   

 
 

Derivational Knowledge and the Common Sense of Coping With the Incompleteness of Lexical Knowledge. 
Proceedings of the International Symposium Communication, Meaning and Knowledge vs. 
Information Technology, Sept. 1989 (4 vols.).   

Published again in:  Information Technology & Society: Theory, Uses, Impacts (ed. J. Lopes Alves),  Lisbon:  
Associação Portuguesa para o Desenvolvimento das Comunicações (APDC), &  Sociedade 
Portuguesa de Filosofia (SPF), pp. 462–477, 1992.                                                                         

 
For a Computational Metamodel of Interpretation Trials. 
Computers and Artificial Intelligence, Vol. 11, No. 2, pp. 559–583, 1992.   
                                                    [In the epistemology of Etruscology.] 
 
 
Deviation Models of Regulation: A Knowledge-Based Approach. 
Informatica e Diritto, Year XVIII, 2nd Series, Vol. I, No. 1/2, pp. 181–212, 1992.  
                                                     [On similarities and differences among Italy’s regional constitutions.] 
 

 

Word-Formation and Lexical Acquisition.  In  Proceedings of the  Workshop on Natural Language Learning 
(W.14), at the  12th Int. Joint Conference on Artificial Intelligence (IJCAI’91),  Sydney, 1991, pp. 58–62.  
                                                                                                                   

ONOMATURGE:  An Artificial Intelligence Tool and Paradigm for Supporting National and Native  
Language Fostering Policies.  AI & Society,  Vol. 5, No. 3, pp. 202–217, 1991.           

 
 

Hebrew [Computational  Linguistics] (with I. Lancashire) [an annotated bibliography]. 
In The Humanities Computing Yearbook,  1989–90  (ed. I. Lancashire),  Oxford:  Clarendon Press, 1991,  pp. 292–300. 

 
 

Etruscan [Computational  Linguistics; an annotated bibliography]. 
In The Humanities Computing Yearbook,  1989–90  (ed. I. Lancashire),  Oxford:  Clarendon Press, 1991, p. 246. 

 
 
This paper was seminal:    With Ts. Kuflik, G. Puni:   
Finding  Excuses With ALIBI: Alternative Plans That Are Deontically More Defensible.   
Computers and Artificial Intelligence, Vol. 10, No. 4, pp. 297–325, 1991. 
 

                   [This paper underlies my approach to the generation of alternative explanations.] 
 
Also in Proc. Int. Symp. Communication, Meaning and Knowledge 
vs. Information Technology, Sept. 1989 [pre-proceedings]; 
 
and then in a selection: 
Information Technology & Society: Theory, Uses, Impacts 
(ed. J. Lopes Alves).  APDC & SPF (Lisbon), pp. 484–510, 1992. 
 
 

Artificial Intelligence as a Dialectic of Science and Technology, and Other Aspects.   
Ch. 5 in: Understanding the Artificial.  On the Future Shape of Artificial Intelligence (ed. M. Negrotti),  
Springer-Verlag, pp. 77–90, 1991. 
                                       [In epistemology.]            Translated as: 
 
 
L'intelligenza artificiale come dialettica fra scienza e tecnologia. 
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Ch. 5 in: Capire l'artificiale (ed. M. Negrotti), Bollati-Boringhieri (Torino, Italy): pp. 119–140, 1990. Also in the 2nd edn., of 1993. 
Theory Formation for Interpreting an Unknown Language.  In: Advances in Artificial Intelligence: 
Natural Language and Knowledge-based Systems (ed. M. Golumbic), Springer-Verlag, pp. 95–113, 1990. 
 
Artificial Intelligence in Higher Education.  Part I: Education for AI.  From Courses in Computer Science 
to Courses in Application-Domains. In: Higher Education and New Technologies: Proc. of the 5th EARDHE Conf.  
(eds. H. Osthoek and T. Vroeijenstijn), Utrecht, 1987. Pergamon Press (Oxford), pp. 249–261, 1989. 

 
Artificial Intelligence in Higher Education.  Part II: AI for Education.  Present Trends,  as Sources for a Concept of 
Knowledge-Presentation.  In: Higher Education and New Technologies: Proc. of the 5th EARDHE Conf.  (eds. H. Osthoek  
and T. Vroeijenstijn), Utrecht, 1987.  Pergamon Press (Oxford), pp. 67–98, 1989. 
 
The Design of a Multilingual Semitic Dictionary (abstract). 
In  the  SCCAC  Section  of  the  Abstracts Book  of the 15th International Conference  
on Literary and Linguistic Computing (ALLC) and 2nd International Conference on  
Computers and Biblical Studies (AIBI), Jerusalem, June 5–13, 1988. 
 

 
ONOMATURGE:  An Expert System in Word-Formation. Ph.D. Dissertation, 
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, 1988.  3 vols., 600 pp.   

 
Exception-Admissibility and Typicality in Proto-Representations.  In:  Terminology 
and Knowledge Engineering:  Proc. 1st International Conference, Trier, 1987 (ed. H. 
Czap, C. Galinski).  Indeks Verlag (Frankfurt/M),  pp. 235–267, 1987.   
 [In cognitive linguistics, relevant to the representation of the lexical concepts in my tool.] 
 
ONOMATURGE: An Expert System for Word-Formation and Morpho-Semantic Clarity Evaluation. 
Part I:  The Task in Perspective, and a Model of the Dynamics of the System. 
In:  Terminology and Knowledge Engineering:  Proceedings of the First International Conference,  
Trier, 1987, pp. 167–176, 1987.   
 
ONOMATURGE: An Expert System for Word-Formation and Morpho-Semantic Clarity Evaluation. 
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