What’s Love Got to Do With It?

Practical and Ethical considerations in fostering
attachment to robotic artifacts

ABSTRACT

Ronald C. Arkin'

Social and companion robotics is currently a highly active
research field, with numerous conferences on the subject. Rarely,
however, is the subject of intimate human-robot interaction
broached in these scholarly venues, which is still largely
considered taboo. Nonetheless, robotic artifacts that are more or
less sexual devices are being developed and marketed in a
technically unsophisticated manner.

This talk addresses the issue of robotic embodiment and how
that raises the stakes with respect to love, as opposed to merely
sexual objects. Physical robots can possess behaviors capable of
inducing attachment [1] (love if you will) to human users
through a variety of methods: affective modelling [2], behaviour
generation [3], kinesics and proxemics [4], all of which are
believed to yield significant unidirectional affective bond
formation between a human and the robot. Some have warned
about the potential deleterious effects of such a bond (e.g., [5])
and others about the ethical ramifications of so doing (e.g., [6]).
Our research in the technical areas mentioned above for
companion robots is described and we consider the ethical
consequences of the creation of such intelligent machines on
society.
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